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Introduction

This new series of four books by acclaimed author Ursula Dubosarsky, is written for the 
beginning reader, and is beautifully attuned to their interests. Children and adults will appreciate 
the focussed attention of each of these four heroes and heroines on what interests them most. 
They are like young children everywhere, very definite about what they want, and how they plan 
to achieve that end!    

Ava likes to play... at shopping! Ethan can’t abide eating ... peas! Rory is trying really hard to 
learn to ... ride a bike!  And Violet just wants to see a magic show... but not a boring one with card 
tricks ... an interesting one with rabbits!  

Each title has a theme. Each character’s title relates to a letter from the alphabet.  The series will 
enable readers to learn to enjoy reading, to identify with the characters, and to have a lot of fun. 
Annie White’s gorgeous illustrations also translate the action in a very appealing way.  

This is a series which will delight young readers and make their teachers’ and parents’ efforts in 
encouraging their reading skills that much easier. 

Themes & Curriculum Topics 
This series relates to themes and curriculum topics for lower primary school students in the 
following suggested areas: 

STUDY OF HISTORY, SOCIETY AND ENVIRONMENT

Ava Adds

•	 Shops

Discussion Point:  What other sorts of shops are there? Make a list and then have students set up 
shops in the classroom and to act out managing one just like Ava does. They could draw and paint 
a shop sign, and create a ‘display’ of the items they have for sale. 

•	 Shoes

Activity: Billy buys gumboots from Ava’s shop. What other sorts of shoes can you see in these 
pictures? Write a list of them. Then add words for all the other kinds of shoes which you can think 
of. How many do you have on your list?

•	 Mathematics 

Discussion Point:  Ava adds and subtracts when she is telling Billy the cost of the goods.  
eg $100 from $500 leaves $400.  Make some play money like Ava does and then have fun buying 
and selling things to each other in the shops you set up in your classroom.   

Ethan Eats 

•	 Food

Discussion Point:  Most people have some food they don’t like. Discuss with students their 
favourite and their least favourite foods.

•	 Sleepovers

Discussion Point:  Have you ever had a sleepover at a friend’s place? What was the most exciting 
part of the night? What was different about staying at someone else’s house? Did you have to eat 
something you didn’t like? 
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Rory Rides

•	 Bicycles 

Discussion Point:  Can you ride a bicycle? How long did it take you to learn? Did you need 
training wheels?

•	 Learning New Skills 

Discussion Point:  Have you acquired any new skills lately? What are they? 

Violet Vanishes 

•	 Magic

Activity: Violet loves magic but she hates card tricks. The sort of magic she likes is the sort 
where rabbits are pulled out of hats and the magician wears a cloak and top hat. What sort of 
magic do your students like? Have each of your students learn a trick and perform it for the class, 
OR arrange a class excursion to see a magic show. 

•	 Curiosity and Boredom  

Activity: Every child is different. Some would be bored reading a book in the corner of the 
library; others are only happy when they are outside playing sport. Discuss the things which 
your students like to do, and the things they find boring. Discuss the word ‘boring’. What does it 
mean?

•	 Hobbies and Pastimes

Activity: In our spare time we can do all sorts of different things. Some people like to play  
make-believe (like Ava does); some like to climb trees (like  Ethan does); some like  to learn a 
new skill such as riding a bike (like Rory does) and some like to be thrilled when they go to see a 
magic show (like Violet does). What is your favourite pastime?

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

The text of this book might be studied in relation to the following aspects:
Question: These stories are told in the third person. Re-write one of the chapters in first 
person and see how much this changes the story. 

Activity: Have fun coming up with further titles in this series. [See Blackline Master 2 below.]

Activity: Test your students’ comprehension by having them answer some quiz questions. [See 
Blackline Master 3 below.]

Activity: Have students research Ursula Dubosarsky’s work. [See About the Author below.] 
Then have them write a précis of ten interesting facts that they have discovered about her. 

Activity: Write your own short story for one of the titles you make up in Blackline Master 2 
below.]
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VISUAL LITERACY 

Illustrations in a chapter book help encourage students to engage with the story as below: 

Activity: The covers of these books are an important part of their messages.  Discuss the details 
used in this design. Then create your own cover for any of the titles in the series. 

Discussion Point: Endpapers often feature some symbol of the contents of the book, or an image 
from it. Design endpapers for any of the books in the series.   (eg Ethan Eats could feature a 
stylised bowl of peas repeated as a device on the endpapers.) 

Activity: Creating a character starts with the basic shape of a face onto which the artist puts facial 
features, hair, accessories, etc. Create your own image of one of the series characters using the 
image below [See Blackline Master 1].

Discussion Point: The format of these books is portrait (17cmH x 11.5cmW).  The chapters 
contain illustrations sometimes encompassing the whole double spread while other single pages 
contain text and illustration. Why do artists vary format in this way? 
 
Discussion Point: The images in these texts are bright and colourful. How does colour convey 
meaning in this series? Choose a picture in one of the books, trace it and then colour it in different 
colours. How does that change the image?   

Discussion Point: Fonts can be used to make reading more interesting. eg ‘Thwack’, ‘Ouch!’ and 
‘slowly’ are words written in coloured larger font in Rory Rides.  Use fonts like this in the story 
you have written for English Language and Literacy above.

Activity: Create a comic strip of one of the incidents in the books [See Blackline Master 5 
below.]

CREATIVE ARTS
There are many creative activities suggested by this text: 

•	 Improvise a scene from any one of the titles in the series. 
•	 Create a model of the food which Gabby’s dad makes in Ethan Eats using papier mậché, 

fimo polymer clay, or plasticine.   
•	 Create a poster advertising the series. 

Further Topics for Discussion & Research
 

•	 Compare this series to others which your students have read. 
•	 Invite your class to create a Book Trailer based on this series. Visit websites with instructions 

to assist you in this activity. eg ‘Book Trailers’ The Learning Place Ipswich District Teacher 
Librarian Network <http://learningplace.com.au/deliver/content.asp?pid=41987>
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Conclusion 
This highly engaging series will encourage both boys and girls to read.  Each of the stories is a 
contained episode in a child’s life which any child might identify with. These stories are cleverly 
crafted to both entertain and to make the reading experience pleasurable. They are the perfect 
bridge between picture books and junior fiction.    

About the Author
Ursula Dubosarsky was born in Sydney, Australia in 1961, the third child in a family of writers. 
From the time she was first able to read, at age six, she wanted to be a writer. She wrote stories 
and poems and puppet plays all through primary and high school. After finishing school, Ursula 
went to Sydney University to study English and languages, including Old Icelandic, Latin and 
Greek. When she graduated, she moved to Canberra to work in the public service, and in the 
evenings after work she wrote a time slip adventure called Zizzy Zing. She then spent a year 
traveling, meeting her Argentinean husband, Avi, while working on a kibbutz in Israel. They 
married in London, then returned to Australia to live. At this time Ursula wrote her first published 
book, Maisie and the Pinny Gig illustrated by an old school friend, Roberta Landers. She then 
wrote a comic children’s novel, High Hopes, which was published by Penguin Books. Ursula has 
published many more novels as well as a number of books for younger children, and has won 
several prestigious national literary prizes. From 2006 she worked for a number of years as an 
editor on the NSW School Magazine. She lives in Sydney with her family – Avi, daughter Maisie, 
and two sons, Dover and Bruno. She has completed a PhD in English literature at Macquarie 
University, concentrating on the work of Rumer Godden and Mary Norton. See her website for 
further information: http://ursuladubosarsky.squarespace.com/

About the Illustrator
Annie White is an Illustrator, with 30 years industry experience, who has drawn all her life. After 
studying Art and Design, she worked in Advertising before moving full time into Illustration. 
Annie’s work has appeared on cards, posters, jigsaw puzzles, magazines, and murals and she 
has illustrated over 60 books for children. She communicates ideas clearly and simply using 
expression, movement and a touch of whimsy. Annie’s most recent picture books include: Isla 
Lu, Where Are You?; The Sorcerer’s Apprentice; Mum and Me; Mbobo Tree; Mummies are Amazing. Annie’s 
clients include advertising agencies and publishers including Scholastic, Hachette, New Frontier, 
Era Publications, Five Mile Press, Oxford University Press, Child Magazine and the National 
Trust. Annie is available to paint and illustrate private commissions. See her website for further 
information: http://anniewhite.com/



BLACKLINE MASTERS 

BM 1 USE THIS OUTLINE OF A FACE TO DRAW A FACE FOR 
AVA, ETHAN, RORY OR VIOLET     

Then write something in a ‘speech bubble’ to go with the picture. 

      

[See: ‘Image: Draw a Face Intro.jpg’ http://www.wikihow.com/images/1/14/Draw-a-Face-Step-1.jpg for 

more assistance with this activity.]



Blackline Master 2: 
ALPHABET  

Make up titles for potential books in this series starting with the remaining 
letters in the alphabet. 

Come up with alternative titles for the four books in the series:

  

 Name Verb Alternative Verb
Ava Adds
Ethan Eats

Rory Rides

Violet  Vanishes
  
[See ‘Verbs1.com’ http://verbs1.com/start-v/ for more assistance with this activity.]

Ava Adds O
B P
C Q
D Rory Rides
Ethan Eats S
F T
G U
H Violet Vanishes 
I W
J X
K Y
L Z
M
N

Possible Answers: AVA AIMS; ETHAN ESCAPES; RORY 
RUNS; VIOLET VAULTS 



Blackline Master 3 QUIZ 
These questions relate to the first 4 titles in the series. They can be answered by 
either reading or interpreting the art and text in these books.

1.What game does Ava play in this book? 

2. What does Ava make to play this game?

3. What sort of shoes does Billy buy?

4. How much did they cost? 

5. What does Ethan hate to eat?

6. What is his friend’s name? 

7. When he goes for a sleepover what do they have for tea? 

8. What does Ethan do with his peas at the friend’s house?

9. What sort of magic does Violet hate?  

10.Where do she and her mum go to, to see a magic show?

11.What is the magician’s first trick?

12.What is the book Violet is reading about?



Blackline Master 4 PICTURES  

In these pictures are something mentioned in each of these four books. 
Write the word beside each of them.



Blackline Master 5 COMIC STRIP

Re-tell an incident from one of these books in comic strip format.

[See ‘Printable Paper’ http://www.printablepaper.net/
category/comics for more assistance with this activity.] 
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Editorial Program (REP), judges several literary awards, and was the founding director of the QWC 
(1991-7) and a co-founder of Jam Roll Press. She co-edited Craig Munro, Paper Empires: A History 
of the Book in Australia 1946-2005 (UQP, 2006). She is a member of the ASA Board, IBBY Australia 
committee, ACLA Board, and president of the Curtis Coast Literary Carnivale Inc Committee. 
In 2011 she was recipient of the CBCA (Qld) Dame Annabelle Rankin Award for Distinguished 
Services to Children’s Literature in Queensland, and in 2012, the CBCA Nan Chauncy Award for 
her Outstanding Contribution to Children’s Literature in Australia. 


