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In September 1957, nine black students enrolled in 
an all-white high school in the US state of Arkansas. 

They were challenging racial segregation in American 
public schools. Their stand signalled a key turning 

point in the fight for black equality.

Joshua Wong was 14 when he realised the Chinese 
government was forcing his Hong Kong school to 
teach a skewed version of history. His campaign  

to fight against the propaganda grew into a national 
movement — known as the Umbrella Revolution — 
bringing hundreds of thousands of Hong Kongers  

out on to the streets to protest. 

In September 2015, 17-year-old Hannah Camilleri 
and a group of her friends in Glasgow set up a social 
media campaign called Girls Against. It was to raise 

awareness of sexual harassment and assault at music 
gigs after Hannah revealed that she’d been attacked 

at a concert of the band Peace. Their campaign 
prompted many more victims to speak out and got 

bands, venues and security companies working 
together to make gigs safer places.

These young activists were once sitting right where you 
are now, wondering if their voice was enough to change 
the world. And look what happened.

According to polls, most of the young people who voted 
in the EU referendum wanted to remain: 75 per cent 
of 18—24-year-olds. A decision affecting the future of 
the country was swung by older generations because 
more of them spoke out, were taken seriously and went 
out to vote. And leaving the EU is just one example of 
many: young people’s views are frequently dismissed  
or undervalued.

The good news is, the tide may be turning. The youth 
vote contributed to Theresa May’s humiliation in the 2017
general election by mostly backing her main opponent,
Jeremy Corbyn. The surge in young people registering 
to vote is making politicians everywhere sit up and listen.

Clearly, amazing things can happen when you put 
your mind to it and come up with a plan. That’s 
where this book can help.


