
TEACHER’S 
NOTES



2

Out of the Clouds by Diana Hendry
Teachers’ Notes by Murray Nance 

Introduction                                 
Themes 
• Imagination & Creativity  
• Curiosity & Mystery 
• Family
 
Curriculum Topics
• English Language & Literacy  
• Science & Mathematics 
 
Conclusion
About the Author 
Bibliography 
About the Author of the Notes 

3
3
  

4  

6
6
6
6



3

Introduction
Out of the Clouds is the charming tale of Oliver Croggins who lives at the hard-to-get-to Dizzy 
Perch with his eccentric family. Oliver Croggins’ father is a scientist and an inventor – but 
most importantly to Oliver – he’s missing and he’s been gone far too long.

The recurring elements within this story are secrets, curiosity and mystery. Inquisitive Oliver 
feels lonely in the big house with his strange family - and he feels the draw to uncover the 
secrets as to where his father has disappeared to. Against his mother’s wishes he begins his 
investigation.

Along the way Oliver provides us with sparkling insights into different scientific endeavours 
and opportunities to discuss geology, chemistry and imagination.

Themes
Several themes are covered in this book that might relate to various curriculum areas. 

Imagination & Creativity:
ACTIVITY: Oliver’s father is an inventor and a scientist. What would you invent if you could?
- Design and label a diagram or blueprint of your invention.

ACTIVITY: Research some famous inventions and their creators.
- Which invention impresses you the most and why?
- Choose one inventor and creation to research in depth.

DISCUSSION: Look around your classroom.
- What inventions can you see?
- Which ones do you use every day?
- Which ones do you rely on?
- Make a list of essential and nonessential items in the room.

ACTIVITY: Invent a new game or sport for the class to play.
- Make a list of detailed instructions.
- Include a list of any equipment you will need.
- Draw a diagram to show players what the game looks like in action.

Curiosity & Mystery:
DISCUSSION: Discuss and research some other mystery stories. (A Series of Unfortunate 
Events books, TinTin comics, Nancy Drew, Max Remy, Famous Five, Holes, The Eleventh Hour)
- What did you enjoy about them?
- Did they all have a resolution or a happy ending?

ACTIVITY:  Research famous mysteries. (The Bermuda triangle, Stonehenge, Lochness 
monster)
- Are they based on real events?
- What part of the mystery is true and what part is myth?
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ACTIVITY: What does the phrase “curiosity killed the cat” mean? Research and discuss other 
proverbs, such as:
- Two wrongs don’t make a right.
- The pen is mightier than the sword.
- Actions speak louder than words.
- Too many cooks spoil the broth.
- The early bird catches the worm.

Family:
DISCUSSION:  In the story, Oliver ignores his mother’s wishes and starts looking for his father 
on own. Why do you think he takes this risk? Who is someone very important to you in your 
family?

DISCUSSION:  What does the word eccentric mean? Who in your family would you describe  
as eccentric?

ACTIVITY:  Draw a family tree of the people in your family.

ACTIVITY:  On a world map, plot all the countries student families come from including 
ancestors.

ACTIVITY:  Design a family crest or coat of arms for your family.
- Discuss family crests and look at examples. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coat_of_arms
- Discuss symbols and how they are used to represent something.
- Brainstorm ideas of things that could represent their family and family history.
- The crest could include things such as:
- Flags of countries student families come from
- Images or symbols depicting important family events or activities
- Pictures of family members
- Pictures of food or activities traditional to the family background

Curriculum Topics
English Language & Literacy:
ACTIVITY:  Describe the Croggins’ family home - Dizzy Perch (pages 12-15). Can you describe 
a room or home to another student? Write a paragraph describing a room at your home to 
someone who has never seen it.

ACTIVITY:  Choose a place around your school to describe with adjectives without using its 
name (e.g. playground, basketball court, play equipment). Use adjectives to carefully describe 
your location but don’t give away your location too easily.
- Write a paragraph of about 3-5 sentences.
- Swap with a friend.
- See if they can work out which area you are describing.

ACTIVITY:  Pair students together to solve a barrier game using descriptive language.  
For example, the game could be instructions to draw a picture or how to get to a destination. 
Once complete, students can create their own set of instructions.
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ACTIVITY: Each member of the Croggins’ family describe how they view Dizzy Perch (page 39)  
showing how different perspectives can be.
- How does each family member describe Dizzy Perch?
- Why do you think they describe it differently? 

DISCUSSION: Discuss other stories where someone has a house high up on a cliff.
- Why do you think some people would build their house on a cliff?
- Why do you think the house is called Dizzy Perch?

DISCUSSION: Investigate perspectives. Think of a disagreement you have had with someone. 
Were you able to ‘see’ things from the other person’s perspective? What do you think “there 
are two sides to every story” means?

Science & Mathematics: 
DISCUSSION The children’s grandfather teaches them about geology (page 93).
- What are some different kinds of rocks and how are they made?
- How old are they? How can you tell?
- What forces help form different rocks? (e.g. pressure, heat, time)

ACTIVITY: Oliver’s Dad has created a funicular railway from scratch (page 49).
- What is a funicular railway and how do they work?  
            http://science.howstuffworks.com/engineering/civil/question512.htm
- Research locations of funicular railways around the world. Katoomba’s Scenic Railway:         
            http://www.scenicworld.com.au/experience/scenic-railway/

ACTIVITY: Oliver’s Dad’s notebook contains a list of different chemical elements including 
berkelium, actinium, dysprosium and tellurium (page 133). What are they? What are they used 
for?

ACTIVITY: Research and discuss the periodic table.
- What kinds of elements do you recognise?
- Are there any names of elements that sound familiar or like other words?  
           (e.g. Einsteinium, Plutonium, Neptunium, Americium)
- What are the different types of categories? (solid, liquid gas)
- Where can we find different elements around us? (e.g. Aluminium (cans), Sodium  
           (salt, food), Chlorine (pools), Lithium (batteries))
- Interactive Periodic Table of Elements: http://www.rsc.org/periodic-table

ACTIVITY: Oliver’s Dad has left a map for how to find him at work (page 134).
- Draw a map with instructions to a secret getaway.
- Make up your own secret code.
- Compare - In the book ‘The Wide Window’ by Lemony Snicket, Aunt Josephine leaves  
            a note in her house with clues to find her. What are the clues?

ACTIVITY: Design your own Treasure Hunt activity for another student or pairs to solve.
- You will need a map of your school.
- Write a list of clues or instructions using positional language (north, south, left, right,     
            forward, etc).
- Include a list of things to pick up along the way.
- Option to conduct the activity with compasses and compass directions, or pick up  
            letters along the way to unjumble and form a word.
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Conclusion
Henry’s story is simple and sweet. Oliver is lonely – and really wants his father back.  
In allowing his inquisitive nature to come to the fore, he is able to investigate and discuss 
science and invention – allowing for great classroom conversation about how imagination  
can lead to discovery. It is a clever and engaging read.

About the Author
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writing courses for the Arvon Foundation and for a year was writer-in-residence at Dumfries 
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Literary Fund Fellow based at Edinburgh University. Currently she is co-editor (with Gerry 
Camridge) of New Writing Scotland. She writes the occasional book review for The Spectator.
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